THE skull which forms the subject of this paper has had an oblong section removed centrally from the upper part of the frontal bone. First, two parallel transverse cuts were made by a straight-edged instrument, which, while severing the inner table for about four and a half centimetres, grooved the outer table for another centimetre and a half, at both eDds of the cuts, and went down into the cranial cavity to a depth of 6 mm. at the superior longitudinal sinus. The marking-out of the rectangular piece was then completed by longitudinal lines scored by the point of an instrument on the outer table. This was followed by the deepening of the scored line on the left and hard jabbing in places. Some pieces of the inner table being split off as the instrument was forced in. It was then inserted at the lower corner on the left and used to lever up the piece of bone marked off, breaking off that corner, but finally detaching the whole rectangle by a split along the scored line on the right.
Tildesley: Skull with Post-mortem Trepan [January 4, 1928.] Skull with Post-mortem Trepan, assigned to the Mid-sixteenth Century.
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We are not surprised to find no indication of healing of the bone along these cuts, for no patient could be expected to survive such treatment; and if it were attempted on the living the copious bleeding, as the first transverse cut entered the superior longitudinal sinus, would certainly deter the operator from carrying it further. The trepan must therefore have been post-mortem. But with what object? Since the operation cannot have been performed with any curative intention, we can only suppose some interest in the anatomy of the brain in this region, or some endeavour to detect the cause of a pain complained of during life, though as to the latter we may add that no sign of disease nor any abnormality can be seen now in the skull itself. Whichever of these two motives may have prompted the trepan, we should expect such an investigation to be comparatively modem.
Since the interest of the specimen exhibiting this curious feature lies chiefly in the early date to which it is assigned, the evidence on which the dating rests must be given as completely as possible.
History of Specimen. The crumbling and collapse of Roman power in England was followed by the crumbling and collapse of Scarborough signal station, but after some centuries of disuse, part of its foundations were used again as the foundations of a Christian church.
From the time when Christianity first became a power in the Roman Empire its tendency wvas against the sanitary Roman law enforced since the fifth century B.C.
-of burial without the city boundaries, and gradually the Christian tendency won. First the saints were enshrined in churches; then the emperors were privileged to lie near them; then bishops began to be honoured; finally, private persons; and the struggle was formally ended in the Roman Empire in the ninth century by the Emperor Leo abrogating the interdict, which was no longer effective, to prevent burial within the city walls. In England the Saxons also followed the more sanitary practice while still pagan, but within a century of the spread of Christianity among them in the seventh century A.D., graves were clustering in and around churches, and consequently often lying among or near to places of habitation. This became the rule, and so remained, until, in the middle of the nineteenth century, the growth At exactly what date between 1538 and 1644 the church was closed and the domestic buildings erected is not known; but the history of the Reformation makes it probable that the date would not be much later than the middle of the sixteenth century, and the proportion of sixteenth-century domestic pottery represented in the sherds found confirms this view. Unlike the ruined churches of Ireland, which at the Reformation were destroyed against the will of the population, and so continue to be used as places of sepulture down to this day, the churchyards in England ceased to be used at about the same time as the churches they surrounded.
One object found in an upper-level grave was at first thought to be perhaps incompatible with the mid-sixteenth century date thus indicated as the latest at which the churchyard was used. This was a leaden bullet found in a skull. It was, however, submitted to the Curator of the Tower Armouries (Major Charles ffoulkes), who reported as follows:
" From what I imagine to have been the original form of the bullet it is quite possible that it fitted a smooth-bore arquebus of the middle of the sixteenth century. We have in the Tower several specimens with calibres ranging from 0 52 to 0 85, but I should add that weapons of a later date of the same calibre were in use right up to the eighteenth century."
The bullet is thus seen not to be inconsistent with our dating of the upper-level graves as mid-twelfth to mid-sixteenth centuries.
A case of pre-mortem trepanning in a mediceval cemetery would occasion interest of course, but no surprise. " Works on surgerv of the . . . . thirteenth century show that some at least at this period practised the operation for injury to the skull on quite rational principles " (I quote from a paper by Sir Charles Ballance); and there are also records relating to the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries. But a post-mortem investigation such as this is more likely to be correlated with the great growth of anatomical study which began in the sixteenth century. I have gathered the following events and dates from Dr. Charles Singer's Evolution of Anatomy:-1540. Barber-surgeons licensed by Henry VIII to anatomize four felons a year. Demonstrations given. These events signalize the beginnings of modern anatomical study in England in the mid-sixteenth century; thus our two periods meet, and we are permitted to conclude that the mutilated skull we have been considering bears the marks of the new scientific tendency towards personal investigation of the body itself, and dates from the beginning of this new era.
